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Dear Friends,
First of all I would like to express my grati-
tude for the trust and honor bestowed on 
me to serve EFAS as President the com-
ing two years. After assisting the previous 
presidents Heino Küster and Ian Winson as 
Secretary and my predecessor Hakon Ko-
foed as president-elect it is an enormous 
challenge to continue their hard and ex-
cellent work for this fantastic Society. 

Geneva and new constitution
The past EFAS congress in Geneva has be-
come a historic one for our Society. The 
scientific Symposia proved to be of interest 
for both the residents as for the more ex-
perienced foot and ankle surgeon and the 
content of the Free Papers was again of 
a higher level than at previous meetings. 
The workshops (including cadaver!) were 
well attended. EFAS thanks the Scientific 
Committee chaired by Thanos Badekas for 
it’s continued good work. We enjoyed a 
marvelous Faculty dinner with excellent 
Swiss wines and the Welcome Reception 
and Congress Dinner, both located at the 
lakeside with beautiful views in romantic 
buildings were unforgettable. This would 
all not have been possible without the 
enormous support of the Local Host, Ma-
rino Delmi. 
What really made this meeting historical 
were the unanimously voted changes to 
the Constitution of EFAS during our Annual 
General Assembly. EFAS originated from 
the merging of the European Federation 
of Foot and Ankle Societies (EFFAS) and 
the European Society of Foot and Ankle 
Surgeons (ESFAS). A voting system was de-
veloped that more or less guaranteed the 
influence of members coming from both 
these groups in the Council of Manage-
ment of the new society. This has been 
the source of much debate over the years. 
Members of National Societies expressed 
that the influence of only 100 Individual 
Members within a Society of thousands of 
members was very undemocratic and the 
Individual Members emphasized that peo-

ple should fulfill certain positions within 
the organization on basis of their personal 
merits and not on basis of their nationality 
or political position within their National 
Society. Thanks to the groundbreaking ef-
forts of the Membership Committee chaired 
by Patrick Laing, EFAS now has a true Eu-
ropean democratic “one-man-one-vote” 
system. As the number of people from one 
country is limited to 2, the Council of Man-
agement will now consist of a mix of rep-
resentatives from all European countries 
and the election of council members will 
be on the basis of merit. The present list 
of members of the Council of Management 
effectively demonstrates this principle and 
I am very much looking forward to working 
with this enthusiastic group of colleagues.

FAS, Committees and activities 2011 
The past years have witnessed important 
achievements concerning both the organi-
zation of our Society and our journal Foot 
and Ankle Surgery. To start with the last, 
as you all know, Foot and Ankle Surgery has 
become Pubmed listed. EFAS is indebted to 
the editors Michael Stephens, Tom Smith 
and Sandro Giannini for this accomplish-
ment. This has important implications 
resulting, already, in improvement of the 
scientific quality of the publications and 
increase of submissions. EFAS needs your 
help in developing content. Science, EBM, 
exchange of knowledge and clinical ex-
pertise are the foundations on which we 
build in order to improve the quality of 
care of our patients. As organization EFAS 
has made huge steps forward, although 
it is clear that we are still behind com-
pared to some fellow societies. The first 
and most important step was to contract 
the team of Event-Plus as Secretariat for 
EFAS. Having been involved in the organi-
zation of meetings and courses from the 
very first beginning of EFAS, I have had the 
opportunity to witness the improvement in 
how these are organized. The Secretariat 
plays a crucial role towards our industrial 

sponsors and by now they have build up an 
enormous expertise. Experiencing the re-
sults of a volcanic ash cloud at the time 
of an Instructional Course is, however, an 
event that our Society does not want to 
experience again.  We are resolutely build-
ing up a strong structure with committees 
that actually take care of the goals of our 
Society. A new Research & Education Com-
mittee has been formed with Victor Val-
derrabano in the chair. This committee is 
composed of both clinicians and biome-
chanical scientists and is set to play an im-
portant role in the future of EFAS.
Another newcomer is the Certification 
Committee chaired by Don Mc Bride. It will 
be their difficult quest to define European 
standards and to make a first step towards 
European certification of Foot and Ankle 
Surgery. Although we will cooperate with 
the UEMS (European Accreditation Coun-
cil for Continuing Medical Education) we 
have decided to proceed on our own initia-
tive. There are huge and multiple, practi-
cal and financial hurdles to be taken, but 
ultimately EFAS hopes to compile a series 
of certified Training Centres for Foot and 
Ankle Surgery throughout Europe.  

EFAS continues its Instructional Course with 
Yves Tourné at the helm of the Educational 
Committee. After the ash cloud misfortune 
in April the Dublin Instructional Course was 
held in June. In spite of the necessity to 
re-schedule the course there were 50 new 
participants and based on the evaluation 
forms and comments the course was much 
appreciated. Next year the IC will be held 
in Vilnius, Lithuania, 15-16 April 2011 and 
we hope to welcome many colleagues 
from the Baltic countries, Poland and Rus-
sia. After Paris (2007) and Brussels (2009) 
the Advanced Symposium, steered by the 
Scientific Committee, is proving to be an 
enormous success and everybody is looking 
forward to the next one which will take 
place in Munich 9th -10th December 2011. 
Do not miss this!!!
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At this point I should not forget to thank 
the Travelling Fellowship Committee, 
chaired by Hans-Jörg Trnka, for yearly se-
lecting the travelling fellows and organiz-
ing the Travelling Fellowships sponsored by 
Integra and DJO Inc. Finally, many thanks 
to Stephen Parsons for editing and compil-
ing the Newsletters.

EFORT and Presidential Dinner 
Copenhagen 2011
The program for the EFAS Specialty Day 
at the EFORT congress in Copenhagen on 
Friday 3rd June is very promising. EFAS 
has been more involved in the planning of 
other Foot and Ankle sessions during the 
rest of the congress and it is our impres-
sion that the cooperation with EFORT has 
improved.  In Copenhagen we will cer-
tainly invite all presidents of the National 
Foot and Ankle Societies/Associations for 
a meeting followed by a Presidential Din-
ner as instituted by my predecessor Hakon 
Kofoed in Vienna. Only through strong col-
laboration will we be able to achieve goals 
on a European wide scale, for instance the 
above mentioned certification system. Nei-
ther would the change of the EFAS voting 
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system be achieved without the support of 
all National Societies. 
And what are the plans? 		
At the coming Council of Management 
meeting in Amsterdam it will be the task 
of Council to further develop the EFAS 
strategy. Issues to be dealt with concern 
all the above mentioned matters, but also 
our position between other parties dealing 
with Foot and Ankle Surgery, our collabora-
tion with the industrial sponsors, improv-
ing our scientific and educational efforts, 
better scheduling of our events, and many 
more. Every president, however, seems to 
add specific personal goals. One of these 
goals will certainly be the communication 
with you, with the members. EFAS counts 
more than 3000 members. However, I am 
afraid that the vast majority is only mildly 
interested in what goes on in EFAS. How 
can we get more colleagues involved and 
interested? To start with, you need to read 
and hear more about EFAS. EFAS is a few 
steps behind regarding e-communication 
and e-learning. The difficulties to read 
and download publications from our own 
journal FAS are illustrative. These should 
be easily accessible for all members! EFAS 

should provide more service to it’s mem-
bers and better educational/ informative 
facilities should be offered through our 
website. 

FRIENDS
This message starts with the words: Dear 
Friends. This is what we are, friends, with 
a shared interest. The fascination for foot 
and ankle, the form and the function of 
the foot and our commitment to treat pa-
tients with foot problems both conserva-
tively and by re-establishing form and the 
biomechanics of the foot as much as pos-
sible surgically. Only through being friends 
can we communicate and educate each 
other optimally. Are we not privileged to 
live in Europe and to have fun enjoying 
each other’s hospitality, culture, food and 
drink in all those fascinating and beautiful 
European countries and cities?
Let’s go for it!

Best wishes,
Jan-Willem

FELLOWSHIPS
The following fellowships are being advertised for applications;

2011 EFAS Travelling Fellowship 
Supported by 

View Fellowship page www.efas.co.uk for application details

2011 EFAS Travelling Fellowship 
For Eastern European Candidates to travel to Western Europe
Supported by 

View Fellowship page www.efas.co.uk for application details	                                                                      

Institute for Foot and Ankle Reconstruction, Baltimore, USA
Travelling Fellowship
Qualified applicants with a specific interest in foot and ankle surgery 
should apply to Mark Myerson MD, email: mark4feet@aol.com 
with 2 letters of recommendation

 2009 EFAS Fellows M. Hope and A. Morawe 

with M. Richter, Fellowship Host                                                                         

 

As I write this editorial, I am reminded of 
the old adage that time passes quicker as 
one gets older. We are already in the last 
quarter of the first year of a new decade. 
The season of rich colours and the mellow 
fruitfulness is well underway. It will not be 
long before some of us face the equinoxal 
maritime gales, whilst others look forward 
to the first snows of the coming skiing sea-
son. It certainly doesn’t seem that long 
since the EFAS membership were basking 
on the balmy beaches of southern Portu-
gal at the Vilamoura congress and now we 
have all enjoyed the elegance and sophis-
tication of the beautiful city of Geneva. 
The Presidents have changed, the “Welsh 
Dwarf” gave way to the “Fuming Viking”, 
who has now handed the reins of power to 
the “Flying Dutchman”. We will all wish to 
thank Hakon Kofoed for his hard work and 

wish good fortune to Jan Willem Louwer-
ens for the next few years. 

In the last 2 years, there has certainly 
been no lack of events and activity. There 
have been very successful basic instruction 
courses and a master class, not withstand-
ing disruption by a bellicose volcano, cre-
ating clouds of ash. The efforts of Patrick 
Laing and his committee, supported by 
members of the Council (why were those 
telephone conversations always late on a 
Sunday night?), have produced an update 
of the Constitution and a fundamental 
change to one member, one vote. This, of 
course, means that your attendance at the 
AGM now counts, should you wish to influ-
ence who is elected to your council. This 
was well demonstrated in Geneva, when 
the large number of retiring council mem-

bers, were replaced by a diversity of the 
members from many countries. I am sure 
that we wish them all well for the hard 
work that they will put in for our society 
over the next two years. 
The first tiny steps have been made to-
wards a universal curriculum and a Europe 
wide qualification in foot and ankle sur-
gery. This ideal has a long, long way to go 
and will require substantial sublime politi-
cal and diplomatic skills if the end is to be 
achieved. 

Our journal is more popular than ever, 
thanks, I am sure, to the listing on Pubmed. 
The editorial staff have not been immune 
to change. New blood has been brought 
into the editorial board, to provide new 
energy and enthusiasm. One has to won-
der whether this will become a rolling 
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programme of appointments, to provide 
a regular freshness of approach, whilst 
maintaining the wisdom of experience. 
We can all look forward to interesting re-
view articles, stimulating new research 
and possibly the occasional salutary les-
son from a case report. 
Our congress was undoubtedly scientifical-
ly stimulating. The presentations ranged 
from basic science, through to complex, 
expensive technology, to the good and 
bad outcomes, associated with our day-
to-day work. It was educational for all 

foot and ankle surgeons and I would en-
courage as many of you to attend congress 
as possible, as I am sure that you will find 
it a thoroughly enjoyable, as well as an 
educational event. I am sure that we will 
all wish to thank Marino Delmi, our local 
host, and, of course, our EFAS Secretariat, 
for facilitating such an excellent meeting. 
Now we must look forward to the instruc-
tional course in April, to be held in Vil-
nius in Lithuania and the EFAS Specialty 
Day in Copenhagen in Denmark and then 
the Master class symposium in December 

2010, in Munich, Germany. 
As such a large organisation, we have 
much to gain from each others’ experi-
ence and research. The years that have 
gone have been highly successful for EFAS 
and there is no reason why the future can 
not be even more so. I hope that we all 
continue to benefit from the Society and 
enjoy ourselves whilst we do it. 

S.W. Parsons, Cornwall

8TH EFAS CONGRESS, CMU, GENEVA, 2ND-4TH SEPTEMBER 2010

New minimal invasive surgical techniques 
presented by various surgeons randomised 
prospective studies promised. Presidential 
lecture attracts   longstanding applause. 
New more democratic constitution of  
EFAS receives  virtual unanimous  approval  
Council elections held under new voting 
system .
This year’s EFAS congress, held in Geneva, 
was perfectly prepared  by Marino Delmi, 
the local host with his team, ably support-
ed by our hard working Secretariat. The 
meeting started punctually on Thursday 
morning after a brief opening ceremony 
by the out-going president Hakon Kofoed 
. The commercial exhibition  was  well 
prepared  with  Coffee  tables   being ar-
ranged  at various  sites and  delegates  
had  the  chance  to  see  and  feel  some 
of  the  instruments being  presented  at  
the  sessions. Delegates  felt  that  the  
opportunity  presented by  workshops  and  
the live surgery was  not  only  relevant  
to  their medical practice but also very in-
structional as they offered  the  touch  of  
a  “hands on”  experience. On Thursday 
night the Council of Geneva supported the 
EFAS Welcome Reception on the south side 
of lake Geneva at the Hotel du Parc des 
Eaux-Vives with a splendid view across the 
lake to the historic city centre.

Friday saw a packed program including 
a session on minimally invasive surgery. 
A number of new operative techniques 
were presented by different surgeons and 
assurances were given to provide results 
of randomized prospective studies in the 
future.The EFAS General Assembly was 
held in the late morning. Patrick Laing 
explained to the delegates the proposed 
changes to the EFAS Constitution. The new 
voting system is now based on the one 
person, one vote principle with the cave-
at that no country should have more than 
two members on the council and the four 
largest country contributors would have 
at least one member on the council. The 
place of business would be Europe and the 
historic links to Scottish Law would be de-
leted. The voting system received a virtu-
al unanimous approval and the subsequent 
Council election was held under the new 
constitution. The Polish Foot and Ankle 
Society was welcomed as a new full mem-
ber of EFAS as of 2011.The late afternoon 
saw the Presidential Lecture by Professor 
Leslie Klenermann (one of the founding 
members of EFAS) who presented a very 
interesting talk on Human  and  Ape  loco-
motion and the difficulties of attempting 
to get appropriate  ape  locomotion  data. 
The lecture received a long, warm round 

of applause. After the lecture it was time 
for the President Hakon Kofoed to step 
down and the new president, Jan-Willem 
Louwerens, to take the helm. In his first 
speech as President, Jan-Willem Louwer-
ens addressed the assembly as “friends” 
and he paid tribute to the achievements 
of his predecessors. The congress formal 
Gala Dinner was held at the “Four Seasons 
Hotel des Bergues” at the historic centre 
on the north side of the lake close to the 
Rhone river. The balcony offered a spec-
tacular view over the lake with a lovely 
view of the sunset. Saturday provided fur-
ther interesting sessions with the congress 
finishing on schedule. 

Discussing the meeting with non-european 
delegates showed that they enjoyed the 
structure of the meeting and were very 
pleased with the organisation. One del-
egate Dr L. Carls Ribero Lara from the Sao 
Paolo area in Brazil particularly pointed 
out that traditionally Brazilian surgeons 
would go to North America but he thor-
oughly enjoyed the meeting because of 
the diversity in clinical approaches by sur-
geons of different traditions.

See page 4 for photos from this years con-
gress in Geneva

From our roving reporter Christian Schamberg MD

FOOT AND ANKLE SUGERY NEWS

Winner Announced Best Paper 2009

We are pleased to announce the winner of the 2009 Best Paper Award. The submitting 
author receives a cash prize and complimentary registration to  the EFAS 
Advanced Symposium in Munich in December  2011.

Title:  The Effect of Vitamin C 
on Prevention of Complex Regional Pain Syndrome Type I in Foot and Ankle Surgery.  
Submitting Author: Jean Luc Besse, MD, Lyon, France
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8TH EFAS Congress, Geneva, 2ND-4TH September 2010 Photo Gallery    

EFAS Specialty Day at EFORT Congress, 3rd June 2011, Copenhagen
The EFAS Specialty half-day session in association with SEMCPT at the recent congress in Madrid hosted the largest specialty 
attendance during the congress with more than 350 participants.  We hope that the next EFAS Specialty Day during the 
congress in Copenhagen on Friday 3rd June 2011 will interest even more participants with the full day programme divided 
into basic (morning) and advanced (afternoon). Delegates registered to attend the EFORT congress can participate in the 
EFAS sessions.  

NEW COUNCIL MEMBER – PROFILE
Tahir Ögüt, MD, Istanbul University Cerrahpasa Medical Faculty Department of Orthopaedics 
and Traumatology, Kocamustafapasa, İstanbul, Turkey

I was born in Ankara, in 1967. I attended medical school in Ankara, graduating in 1991. I com-
pleted my residency training in Istanbul University, Cerrahpasa Medical School between 1992-
1997. I served in the military as an orthopaedic surgeon for 18 months and then in private 
practice for 8 months. I returned to academic practice after the big Marmara earthquake in 
1999, and worked as an attending orthopaedic surgeon at Cerrahpasa Medical School between 
1999-2005. I was responsible for the education of 20 residents and performed all kinds of 
orthopaedic surgery 5 days a week. 
In 2001, I worked with Dr. M. Catagni in Lecco, Italy where I had the chance to learn Ilizarov 
surgery. My interest in foot surgery deepened after attending the 4th International Foot and 
Ankle Course in Bad Homburg, Germany. In 2003, first I visited Dr C.N. van Dijk in Amsterdam 
AMC Hospital where I learned ankle and hindfoot arthroscopy. Soon after, I visited Dr J W Lou-
werens in Nijmegen for 3 weeks and received my first training about foot surgery from him. 
I have to say that 7 years after that visit, it is really significant and pleasing for me to been 

elected for the EFAS council under the presidency of Dr Louwerens. In April 2005, I passed the oral and written examinations 
and qualified to be an Associate Professor in Orthopaedics and Traumatology.  From September 2006 to February 2007, for 
6 months, I worked with Dr J. Nunley and Dr Mark Easley at Duke University in North Carolina, USA. It was quite an experi-
ence in foot surgery.
In December 2004, we founded Turkish Society of Foot and Ankle Surgery with four other colleagues.  I worked as the gen-
eral secretary of the society for 4 years under presidency of Prof. Tanİl Esemenli. In 2008, I became the president of the 
Turkish Foot and Ankle Society of which I continued until June of this year when Dr Onder Kilicoglu took over. I am continuing 
as one of the board members of the society.
The Turkish Foot and Ankle Society is established as a branch of Turkish Society of Orthopedics and Traumatology. The soci-
ety has organized 5 international courses and different seminars in congresses each year. Our society has reached to a size 
of 100 members and 40 of them are co-members of EFAS today. Dr Ian Winson, Dr JW Louwerens, Dr Steve Parsons and Dr 
Per Henrik Agren were the Instructors of our 4th course, last year. We spent very good time with them in Istanbul and we 
learned a lot.
I am currently working as an Associate Professor of Orthopaedics at Istanbul University, Cerrahpasa Medical Faculty. Foot 
and ankle surgery has consisted 85% of my practice for the last 4 years. The remaining 15% consists of lower extremity and 
Ilizarov surgery. I speak English and German fluently. I am married and have a 16 month old daughter named Zeynep.
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EFAS Council bids fond farewell to long-serving member Ian Winson

Well 10 years have now flashed by officially, Stockholm to Geneva via a wide range of 
stops around Europe. I have the pleasure of working with a highly professional secretariat 
who have grown in their experience and their ability to help fulfil the ambitions of the 
Society they represent.  
I have made a wide variety of friends all over Europe who have had the characteristics of 
all foot and ankle surgeons. These are people who are thoughtful clinicians, who do not 
hesitate to challenge other’s and more importantly their own thinking. They enjoy what 
they do because there are so many challenges. I saw scientists and applied scientists 
working together. Have I learnt a lot? For sure, but mainly not to admit when some one 
tells me something completely new. One of the world’s greatest poker players (a woman) 
was once asked did everyone have “a tell”. This is the give away sign indicating that they 
had a very good hand or that they were bluffing. She confirmed they did. The interviewer 
asked how people could not see her ‘tells’ because she was such an open and talkative 
person. Her reply was “how can they tell my ‘tell’ when I am telling them so much more”. 
A good model for a devious past president, so am grateful to those who have continued 
my education without even realizing it!
I am amazed at what has been achieved over these ten years. It is incredible that so much 
hard work is done by so many people on a voluntary basis. We now have an extensive com-
mittee structure, which allows proper representation in matters of education, science, research, fellowship support, membership 
and accreditation. We run foot and ankle courses, congresses, advanced symposia and have the opportunity to contribute to EFORT 
meetings on a formal basis. Thanks to the hard work of Patrick Laing and his membership committee we now have a more balanced 
way of electing the council. We have a fiscal balance to our accounts which renders security for the future. 
						      What to say of the meeting in Geneva? Clearly the Swiss have influence in high 
places as we arrived to perfect weather from what had been a miserable August. The social occasions were excellent with Geneva 
at it’s most resplendent. The meeting itself presented a wide range symposia and free papers. I must admit personally I don’t think 
the “live operating on cadavers??” worked that well, but junior colleagues attending the meeting thought it was good for them. 
They seemed to appreciate that senior colleagues sidling off for an early lunch was actually part of the plan. I was particularly 
interested in the entertaining contrast in symposia on Basic Science and MIS. Though MIS has to be looked at and will have a role, 
in the era of evidence based medicine there is no justification for not pursuing randomized controlled trials. There are such obvi-
ous questions and now all of funding agencies are playing the same game; if you don’t level two evidence, we aren’t going to pay 
for it. Equally the basic science section raised issues of how you establish reliable models that transfer effectively into the clinical 
situation, always a difficult task to achieve. 
Bottom line, Geneva was fun and seeing Marino Delmi with a big smile on his face for hard work successfully achieved. The new 
council elect seems like a good mix. From the British point of view, those of us stepping down from council were pleased to realize 
that with the new voting system the British record of 4 members of council will not now be broken! It shouldn’t happen and won’t 
now.
So what does the future hold? Our in-coming President Jan-Willem Louwerens seem to suggest that my next task was a trip to 
Mordor, accompanied by a Viking(?), a German lord (from the land of men), a French wizard, an Irish Elf and a Belgian horsewom-
an(????), but what are our tasks? The journal is growing in its role and influence. We need to secure its editorial future and EFAS’ 
input into it. We need to see where it will be twenty years time not in two years. We need to continue to have a strong presence in 
EFORT. If we are only presented with and represented by generalists we will not push our subject forward. The era of men is coming 
and in European foot and ankle terms that really could hit hard by imposed accreditation, both of individuals and institutions. The 
Orcs (politicians  with “an interest in health care”) will want to pile the bodies high and cheap. They will continue to try to ignore 
that the most efficient health service is one that provides high quality care and try to dumb things down. 

On that happy note I would like to thank everyone for their company over the last 10 years. I have had tremendous fun. I will con-
tinue to turn up if only to irritate people! 

Ian Winson

EFAS ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT OF ITS PLATINUM & GOLD SPONSORS & is grateful for their continued support 

Gold Sponsors

   Platinum Sponsors



*Symposia   *Free Papers   *Poster Session   *Workshops

*Call for Abstracts December 2011
Online Abstract Submission 
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Registration, Hotels, Social Events and Tours for accompanying persons 

online at www.efas.co.uk from December 2011 

EFAS, 76a Upper Georges Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
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NINE MILESTONES 
Report of outgoing EFAS President Hakon Kofoed 
When I became EFAS President October 2008 a 9 point plan for the future work of EFAS was established. 
1)	 The journal “Foot Ankle Surgery” should be indexed.
2)	 The Educational and Scientific committees should be optimised.
3)	 The members committee should work on a new voting system “one-man-one vote”.
4)	 Certification of  European Foot Ankle Surgeons
5)	 Solving conflicts with other societies, especially EFORT
6)	 Better reimbursement for the officers costs a meetings
7)	 Better payment for the secretariat
8)	 A closer connection with the Industry with evaluation of their new products  
9)	 A more active role of the members for the structure of Foot Ankle surgery throughout Europe.
It is my pleasure to announce that eight of these nine milestones have been reached. 
1)	 has been successfully accomplished. 
2)	 These committees have become more effective. 
3)	 was voted through at the last GA. The following ballot gave a more even distribution and spread of 
	 officers from the European countries. 
4)	 A committee has been formed with Don Mc Bride as chairman to outline the structure. The first task is 
	 to unify the European Foot Ankle Societies in what skill that are needed and how the individual 
	 countries can accomplish that. Knowledge of what is the least skills a Foot and Ankle surgeon should possess, how many 	
	 centres in each country are needed for this eductaion, and how many surgeons should be educated per year should be 	
	 established. When this has been accomplished the entire program will be presented to UEMS for approval. 
5)	 Our relationship with EFORT has become very successful and mutual agreements have been reached with the other big 	
	 specialist societies and EFORT about courses and congresses, as well as better imbursement for the specialist societies 	
	 involvement.Sofar EFAS will have one speciality day in the EFORT congress in the year that we do not have our own con	
	 gress. In the years with our own congress we will contribute to EFORT with a two hours symposium. 
6)	 The economy is still good in spite of the financial crises, and an economical draw back for a cancelled 			 
	 course due to the Islandic eruption. The course was held later on, and the financial damage was limited. 
7)	 The secretariat did not get a direct increase in wages, but will get a certain amount of the surplus from 			 
	 courses and congresses. 
8)	 Some scientific projects with new devises from the Industry has been instituted. 
9)	 In order to be more close to the members and to get a common European line for foot and ankle surgery, a yearly 		
	 meeting with the National presidents of European Foot and Ankle societies has been instituted, and two meetings have 	
	 already been held.
During the last two years certain other issues arose. One major objective will be the establishment of a European database for 
ankle arthroplasties. Several European countries already have national registers. There is an uneven distribution of the devises 
used in different countries, and it is therefore not possible to compare these devises unless the results are brought into a com-
mon database. The are certain legal aspects to this, and they differ from one country to another. A committee has been formed 
to solve these problems (Kofoed, Winson and Goldberg and probably others co-opted).
To be the president of EFAS for two years has been my pleasure, the achievements of the goals have been encouraging, and the 
officers and the committees have all be working, maybe not harder, but smarter. The future for EFAS is bright, and it with pride 
that I now pass the torch on to Jan Willem Louwerens as our new president.

Hakon Kofoed  

9th International Meeting of The Austrian Foot Society
31st March-3rd April 2011, Biohotel Stanglwirt, Going / Austria
Registration and information: www.fussgesellschaft.at/meeting2011
13th European Foot and Ankle Society Instructional Course 
15th -16th April 2011, Radisson Blu Reval Hotel Lietuva, Vilnius, Lithuania
Contact: efas@eventplus.ie   Tel: +353-1-230-2591    Fax: +353-1-230-2594
Irish Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society Meeting
Saturday 14th May 2011, Lough Erne Hotel & Resort, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh 
Contact: nualaoflaherty4@eircom.net
EFAS Specialty Day, 12th EFORT Congress
Friday 3rd June 2011, Copenhagen, Denmark
Programme contact efas@eventplus.ie   Tel: +353-1-230-2591    Fax: +353-1-230-2594
Registration contact: EFFORT http://www.efort.org/
3rd EFAS Advanced Symposium & Workshops
9th-10th December 2011, Westin Grand Munich, Germany
Contact: efas@eventplus.ie   Tel: +353-1-230-2591    Fax: +353-1-230-2594
9th EFAS International Congress
6th-8th September 2012, The Netherlands 
Contact: efas@eventplus.ie    Tel: +353-1-230-2591    Fax: +353-1-230-2594
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13th EFAS Instructional Course

15th -16th April 2011

Radisson Blu Hotel Lietuva
Vilnius 

Lithuania

1.5 day intensive course•	

Gold standard Foot and Ankle Instruction•	

by Leading European Foot and Ankle Surgeons

Industry Workshops•	

Programme & Online Registration Available November 2010
Contact:  EFAS Secretariat    Email: efas@eventplus.ie or 

Tel: +353 1 2302591     Fax: +353 1 2302594    Web: www.efas.co.uk


